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WELCOME

Greetings Tarot Student,
My name is Jacob Mayfield and I am incredibly excited
for you to be joining us on our journey of discovering
the Tarot. When I received my first Tarot deck at age
10, little did I know what an intense impact it would
have on my life. Not only providing personal guidance
but getting to read for a variety of fascinating
individuals. This has included events around the
Chicagoland area, working with universities from New
York to California, and a roster of virtual clients from
all over the world.
In this beginner course, we will learn to interpret all the
cards with clarity, go over some basics, and explore the
art of giving readings. Tarot can answer questions,
provide guidance, and improve various elements of our
lives. This will provide a foundation for a lifetime of
Tarot exploration and learning.
In the meantime, if you need anything, please don’t
hesitate to contact me via email or visit my website
MayfieldMagic.com
Best,
Jacob Mayfield

Tarot History
1430s

Tarot is invented in
Italy by adding the 22
Major Arcana cards
to a standard pack of
cards.

1785

Jean-Baptiste Alliette
(Etteilla) publishes"How
to Entertain Yourself
With the Deck of Cards
Called Tarot”

1909

The Rider-Waite-Smith
tarot deck is published.
Has sold over 100 million

Tarot being used
for cartomancy.

1781

Antoine Court de Gebelin
publishes connects Tarot
to Ancient Egypt without
any evidence.

RWS

Rider: The publisher.
Waite: Occultist who

copies and was the first to

provided instruction.

fully illustrate the Minor

Smith: Illustrator.

Arcana.
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1750s

Some evidence of
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Caring for Your Deck
STORAGE
How do we keep the deck safe? Both physically and
metaphysically. Natural materials are ideal.

ALTAR CLOTHES/PLACEMATS
What will you place your cards on during the
reading? How can you define your space?

CRYSTALS
What role can crystals serve in your Tarot practice?
Clear quartz is a popular choice.

CLEANSING
Similar to how we clean tools for mundane use,
we want to spiritually cleanse our spiritual tools.

SHUFFLING
How do you shuffle your deck? What is comfortable and
what keeps the cards in good condition. Do you let
others touch your cards?
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The Tarot consists of 78 cards total.
These are split into two parts: The Major
and the Minor Arcana. The Major
Arcana are the 22 cards we will be
focusing on first. They are numbered 021.
These are often the iconic images of
Tarot we see in the media. Sometimes
this can be positive like when The Lovers
are displayed in an advertisement. This
can also be negative like when Death is
used as a plot device to foreshadow the
death of a character.
Some professionals only use the Major
Arcana. So for now, resist the urge to
look at all those other cards.

The Major
Arcana

GENERAL TIPS TO
KEEP IN MIND...
What do you see?
What words come to mind?
Does it remind you of someone?
What phrases or sayings come to mind?
Can you connect it to your life and experiences?
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Major Arcana Part I

THE FOOL

THE MAGICIAN

Manifest
Making Magic
Ordinary to
Extraordinary

Beginnings
Naive and Open
Embrace Adventure

THE EMPRESS

THE EMPEROR

Patriarchal
Authority and
Control
Leadership

Maternal
Creating and
Nurturing
Fertility in All Forms

THE LOVERS

THE CHARIOT

Love and Harmony
Supportive and
Healthy
Relationships

Determination
and Triumph
Journey Forward
Driving energy

THE HERMIT

Solitude and
Contemplation
Inner wisdom
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THE HIGH PRIESTESS

Secrets and
Mystery
Divine Feminine
Value Privacy and
Spirituality
THE HIEROPHANT

Spiritual and
Educational
Leaders
Religion

STRENGTH

Power and Courage
Showing Strength
and Strength being
Tested

WHEEL OF FORTUNE

Fate and Destiny
Good Fortune in
Combination
with Good Luck
Cycles
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Major Arcana Part II

THE HANGED MAN

JUSTICE

Equity and Morality
Finding Balance while
remaining Objective
Shared Values

TEMPERANCE

Waiting and Wisdom
New Perspectives in
Current Situations
Sacrifice

THE DEVIL

Balance and Moderation
Healing through
Angelic or Spiritual
Guidance
Frugality

THE STAR

THE MOON

Decision Making
Things Coming to Light
Final Outcome
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Chaos and Destruction
Hitting Rock Bottom
Surrender to the Situation

THE SUN

Illusion and Dreaming
Our Intuitive and
Magical side
Darkness

JUDGMENT

Ending and Completion
Natural Cycles
Transformation
Inevitability

THE TOWER

Sinning and Indulging
Feelings of Enslavement
Toxicity and Force

Hope and Radiance
Flowing of Thoughts and
Emotions
Inspiration

DEATH

Success and Abundance
Gifts/Material Gain
Considered by Some the
Best Card in the Deck

THE WORLD

Completion
Success
Grand Finale
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Tips for Asking Questions
01

02
FOCUS ON
QUERENT

OPEN
ENDED

03
DOES NOT
LEAD TO
IRRESPONSIBLE
ACTION

04

05

PROMOTES
POSITIVE
ACTION

PROMOTE
FREE WILL

06
You don’t have
to answer any
question you
don’t want to.
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FINAL THOUGHTS
I hope you have found this initial journey into the
world of Tarot to be a fruitful one.
This is just the beginning of your Tarot journey. The
cards, and our lives, are rich with symbols for us to
interpret. Take time to awaken and listen to your
intuition. Tarot is merely a tool to guide the natural
abilities we each possess. It has brought incredible
clarity and magic into my life, and I hope it does the
same for you.

